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Listening to one of the Public Comments made at the August 5 Council meeting, I felt it necessary to clarify some facts
regarding this Electric Power Storage Facility:

An easier way to understand what this facility does is to consider the analo?gl of our City water supply. Water that is pumped from the
ground, or a river, must be used as it is pumped, other wise the pump would burn up or the pipes would burst. Rather than constantly
adJustlng the force of the pump to match the demand for water, the solution is to store the water in a tank (College Park has several

tanks) - there the water level rises or falls in the tank as usage goes up and down during the day. The tank also serves as a backup to

supply water in emergencies when the source of supply temporarily has to be shut down.

Similarly, electricity must be used as it is generated. So the generators must adjust as user demand changes throughout the day. If
user demand on a hot summer day increases beyond the ability of the generators to adjust their output, another generator must be
brought on line. If there are no more available generators, the voltage on the electric grid must be lowered to dim the lights a bit (a
brownout), to forcefully lower electrical power usage. But appliances and other motor driven devices can’t tolerate much of a
reduction in voltage or they will burn up. So, at some point, if no more generation capacity can be brought on-line, power much be cut
to a portion of the electric grid (a blackout). Thus you need to provide enough capacity to provide for hot days, or when some
generators have to be turned off for maintenance. One solution is to build more generators than you normally need. A more
economical solution is to find a way to store excess electricity, ready to use in the heat of the day. Just like the storage
tank for water, this is what the NextEra Battery Storage Facility will do for electricity. However, unlike water tanks that are
local to our City, this storage facility is connected to the high voltage lines that distribute power across our state. Thus while the
facility benefits our region, it does do not exclusively provide any emergency backup for College Park (or the nearby
neighbors in City of South Fulton. Nor does College Park likely receive any savings in electric utility costs from MEAG.

As to economic benefits for our City, installations like this frequently require a tax break to help finance the facility. One way they
can get this is to temporarily (say, for 10 years) deed the property to the City’s or County’s Development Authority (making it non-
taxable) and make (reduced) PILOT Payments (Payments In Lieu Of Taxes). If NextEra arranges such a deal with College Park BIDA,
College Park will lose the tax revenue but gain the PILOT revenue. If they make a deal with the County BIDA, College Park gets nothing
during the period of the the temporary property transfer, except what has already been pledged to Council in Approval Progress
Payments. Note that for an installation of this size, it seems likely that revenue gain/loss would amount to $Millions.
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